Jackson County Soil Erosion And Sedimentation Program

C/O Region 2 Planning Commission

120 W. Michigan Avenue, 9th Floor

Jackson, MI 49201

To Whom It May Concern:

Michigan Law requires that a Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Permit be obtained prior to any earth change activity, which is greater than one acre in size, or for an earth change of any size located within 500 feet of a lake or stream.  If the earth change activity which you propose is less than one acre in size and is located more than 500 feet from a lake or stream, this form may be completed at the Township Hall and you are free to apply for any building or other necessary permits to complete your construction activity.  Please note that the form will be reviewed to assure accuracy, and that an application fee penalty may apply if the release form is signed and it is later determined that a permit is necessary.  If you need assistance in determining whether the area of earth change is greater than one acre, or whether it is located within 500 feet of a lake or stream, the Liberty Township Zoning or Building official will be happy to assist you, or you may contact the offices of the Region 2 Planning Commission.

It is also important to note that even if a permit is not necessary, compliance with the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Act, a Law of the State of Michigan, still applies.  Specifically, Michigan law requires that “a person who owns land on which an earth change has been made that may result in or contribute to soil erosion or sedimentation of the waters of the State shall implement and maintain soil erosion and sedimentation control measures that will affectively reduce soil erosion or sedimentation from the land on which the earth change has been made.”  This means you should first attempt to minimize erosion associated with your construction activity.  Secondly, the eroded soil should be contained on your property.

The State of Michigan has enacted this law to protect streams and lakes from sedimentation.  It is estimated that from all sources, over 4.5 billion tons of sediment pollute the rivers of our nation each year.  This is the equivalent to a volume the size of 25,000 football fields 100 feet high.  It cost $8 to $12 per cubic yard to remove sediment from waterways. It is estimated that $6 billion to $13 billion per year are spent in the United States to correct the effects of erosion and sediment.

If you would like additional information on ways to reduce erosion and to contain sediment on site, please contact the Region 2 Planning Commission.  The Commission staff will be happy to provide you with addition information on measures to address these important problems.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping to protect Jackson County’s lakes and streams.

